
Hands across the Pond 

In June 2020, as WM of Unanimity & Sincerity No 261, Taunton, I was reviewing the weekly 

Zoom meetings that we had started in March due to Covid. Although we were enjoying 

seeing and talking to each other, I felt we needed something else to keep everyone 

interested and connected. 

My thoughts went back to 2016 when on holiday in Virginia I was driving past a Masonic 

Hall, so I stopped and said hello. (I had checked out the situation between the Grand Lodge 

of Virginia and UGLE before leaving, just in case!) Having chatted for a few minutes I was 

invited to a meeting taking place the next Tuesday at Kempsville Lodge No. 196, District 56,  

Grand Lodge of Virginia. I duly turned up and was greeted by the Brethren and invited to 

dine with them, which they do before the meeting, and unlike our Festive Board, no alcohol, 

which I guess is preferable before a meeting! 

I had not taken any regalia with me, but as is normal in Virginia and I believe in many States, 

I was given a white apron to wear. Impressive meeting, with their WM, Worshipful (no 

Brother!) Scott Foxwell in the East. Scott is a Pastor locally, and an accomplished pianist who 

proceeded to play the opening ode which I immediately recognised as the one we sing in my 

Mother Lodge in London. All the members of Kempsville were singing from song sheets 

which I thought a bit strange. At the end of an interesting meeting, during which I was 

introduced and asked a few questions about UK masonry, the closing ode was sung, which 

again was the one sung by my London Lodge. Again, the members of Kempsville were 

singing from song sheets. As I left the Temple, I asked their Secretary, Worshipful Bob 

Stanek, how it was that they sang those particular opening and closing odes. He replied that 

Worshipful Scott had recently visited UGLE in Great Queen Street and attended a meeting 

and was so struck with the odes that he brought them back and included them in their 

meetings! 

I visited again in 2019 and this time took some regalia which proved interesting to the 

Brethren of Kempsville, again a very interesting and enjoyable meeting. 

Revisiting those happy meetings, I wondered if I could get someone from Kempsville to join 

us for an exchange of information and fellowship. I contacted their Secretary, Worshipful 

Bob, and he put me in touch with their WM, Worshipful Dave Trzeciakiewicz, who I quickly 

learned to call ‘T-Rex’, as did all of his Brethren! 

Dave was very enthusiastic about joining with us, and very soon we had over 20 Brethren 

from both Lodges Zooming on a Sunday. Early on we agreed that it would be useful to 

understand how our respective Constitutions worked, so that was done, and we continue to 

have presentations from both sides on various aspects of Masonic and non-Masonic 

subjects. 

 

 



In 2021, while restrictions were still in place, it was suggested by one of the Brethren of 261 

that there should be a recognition of the role that our Sunday get togethers had played in 

nurturing our Masonic and mental health over the period of the Pandemic. This has resulted 

in a display case being installed in Taunton Masonic Hall, with the names of all the members 

of 261 and 196 that have taken part. A corresponding display case is in the Temple at 

Kempsville, and we are looking forward to visiting next March to see it. This trip is open to 

all Masons in the Province, so get in touch if you are interested. The Kempsville Brethren 

have kindly offered to host us.  

The display looks like this, with Virginia and UGLE Master Masons’ aprons either side: 

 

The detail of the inscriptions is as follows: 

 



These aprons, worn by a Virginia Master Mason from the Grand Lodge of Virginia, A.F. & 

A.M., in the USA, and a Master Mason of the United Grand Lodge of England, have been 

placed here as a memento of the many happy hours of Fraternal Zoom meetings enjoyed 

weekly by members of Kempsville Lodge No. 196 of Virginia Beach, Va. USA and the Lodge of 

Unanimity and Sincerity No. 261 in the Province of Somerset in the United Kingdom. 

These weekly virtual meetings were started in August/September 2020 during the height of 

the Corona Virus Pandemic, when Masonic meetings were suspended in both the UK and the 

USA. They have proved extremely enjoyable, enlightening, and supportive to those who have 

taken part.  

To commemorate this important contribution to the wellbeing of the Brethren of both 

Lodges, these aprons have been exchanged, so that in future years this shining example of 

Brotherly love, relief and truth is remembered. 

 

Over the last two years we have been well supported by Province in the persons of W. Bro. 

Martin Slocombe, on a number of occasions, and on one memorable Zoom, our PGM, R.W. 

Bro. David Medlock, for which we are very grateful. From Kempsville, we have had a number 

of Deputy District Grand Masters join in, including Worshipful Bob Stanek who was 

appointed a Deputy this year. The Grand Master of Virginia is planning to join us later this 

year. One other interesting happening is that one of the Kempsville Brethren, Worshipful 

Rob Lockwood, who has a number of ancestral connections to Taunton and the surrounding 

areas, has joined 261! Not a straightforward task, but with the help of Province and UGLE, 

finally achieved.  

Our Sunday Zooms continue, and are always interesting and fun, and involve a toast to 

absent Brethren at the top of the hour, 9.00 pm. In the UK and 4.00 p.m. in the USA. 

All welcome. 

 

Written by Peter Bland, Unanimity & Sincerity No 261, Taunton 

 

 


