Somerset
Provincial Grand Lodge
News update - January 2021
Welcome to the first Newsletter of 2021
- Martin Slocombe, Assistant PGM
Brethren, I trust you were able to enjoy your
Christmas but no doubt, the New Year is going to
continue to challenge us for some time to come at
least until we are able to benefit from the
vaccinations. The experience gained during 2020
provides an excellent base from which to face this
continued challenge. The determination, effort and
ingenuity of Lodges to support their brethren,
widows and local community has been remarkable.
The New Year message from the Grand Master last week recognised this
activity and commented that it was being noticed in the wider community
resulting in an increased interest in Freemasonry. It is pleasing to advise that
the Somerset Provincial Membership Team are holding Zoom Meetings with
potential candidates, mostly from self-referrals. Many are now looking forward to
joining us, it will be important to keep them, and all other potential candidates,
informed and updated until circumstances permit them to do so.
Zoom meetings will, no doubt, continue to form a regular part of the
communication process. Meetings of Lodge members, committee meetings,
members joining meetings from other Provinces and from abroad and even a
Church Carol Service have all been successfully held. On Thursday 10th
February W.Bro Tony Harvey PAGDC, Prestonian Lecturer, will be giving a
Zoom presentation discussing the historical and symbolic connection of the
Craft, Royal Arch and Mark Masonry. This is an opportunity to have the largest
number of attendees yet at a Zoom meeting from across the Province. To attend
please register using this link on the Provincial Web site - I look forward to
seeing you there.

New Year Greetings from the Grand
Superintendent - Barry Woodside
At long last 2020 has been consign to history and
despite being placed into another national lockdown
the Covid-19 vaccination programme is gathering

momentum. In light of this encouraging
development, I take great delight in wishing you all
an extremely Happy and Healthy New Year.
The long awaited vaccination programme now
provides a more positive outlook to the future and an
early return to a semblance of normality.

To that end, I together with the Deputy Grand Superintendent and my CoPrincipals, very much look forward in welcoming you all back to our much loved
and greatly missed Regular Royal Arch Chapter Convocations, but more
especially to welcome all those brethren who are still patiently and
enthusiastically waiting in the wings to complete their own journey in Pure
Ancient Freemasonry.
May the True and Living God Most High bless and keep you all safe and well
throughout this coming year.

Coming to a screen near you!
The Province of Somerset is honoured to have been given
the opportunity to host two lectures via video link from W
Bro Tony Harvey PAGDC, the 2012 Prestonian Lecturer.
The first presentation takes place on Thursday 10th
February, you can register to attend the event here - please
book early.
W Bro Tony is a renowned Masonic speaker and this is an
excellent opportunity for you to learn about the historic links
between the Craft, Chapter and Mark degrees. Following
the lecture, there will be the opportunity to ask questions.
For the first time, these two events have been organised
together by Somerset Craft, Royal Arch and Mark Brethren.
Your support for this great opportunity will be appreciated.
Roger Allen, Provincial Grand Secretary.

This weeks Solomon presentation
This week Provincial Mentor, Richard Parrish,
presents ‘Sanctum Sanctorum’ taken from UGLE's
Solomon web site. We have all heard it mentioned in
the ritual, the Holy of Holies. But what was it? What
did it contain? Why was it so important? Watch this
short presentation to find the answers.

Start or renew your own Masonic researches by
exploring the Solomon web site yourself?

Frome Masons support those
isolated at Christmas
Every year the ‘Frome Big Christmas GetTogether’ organises a traditional Christmas Day
lunch for around 120 guests who are lonely or
isolated.
COVID restrictions meant the cancellation of this
years event, but a number of local charitable
organisations came together to home-deliver a
total of 143 Christmas hampers instead.
Frome’s Royal Somerset Lodge supported the
event by donating £1200 with a further £300
donated by the Somerset Masonic Charity. Full
story here.

Beware of Covid Vaccine Scams
Thanks to one of our brethren in Weston super Mare for making us aware of this
notification from Avon and Somerset Police.
Criminals are sending text messages, claiming to be from the NHS, asking you to
register to receive the immunisation, but which also asks for your personal
information and debit/credit card details.
The vaccination is only available on the NHS, and you will not have to pay for it.
At the moment local surgeries are arranging appointments, they will contact you
BUT they will not ask your for any bank or credit card details. More information on
the Avon and Somerset Constabulary web site.

Christmas Cheer from Estune Lodge
The Nailsea Community Group was launched June
2020 as a help group providing support to resident’s
during the coronavirus crisis. Estune Lodge
members raised funds to supply 100 two course
dinners to be distributed to those in the local
community identified as being in need. Details here

Adair Club update
2020 has been a difficult year for most, let alone a
club. Despite this the Adair Club has been busy
helping fellow masons isolating, or actually gathering
when we could. The first social was in Bath taking in
a visit to the masonic lodge with a guided tour, then
moving to a pub to watch England v France Rugby.
Since then, we have been involved in national zoom
meetings and local events such as, camping and
cider, beach day, charity walk and finishing with
airsoft. Plenty to follow for 2021, keep an eye on the
website.

MCF support for Somerset in 2020
During 2020 the Masonic Charitable Foundation
helped eighty five Somerset Freemasons and their
families with grants totalling £284,709. In addition
charities in Somerset received over £65,000 from
the MCF. Details here.

The Provincial Calendar - Did you know?
On the Provincial web site near the bottom of the home page is a Calendar of
Craft and Chapter meetings and Installations. In normal times when meetings
are taking place, it can be used to find the dates and start times of any Lodge or
Chapter meeting for the coming twelve months. But the calendar also has a
hidden feature. If you click on the four arrow symbol in the bottom right corner of
the calendar you will connect to the main calendar web host. The calendar now
displays Masonic meetings for ALL orders meeting in Somerset, every day is a
school day as my old DC used to say! We are indebted to W.Bro David Marriott
for setting up and maintaining the calendar.
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