Somerset
Provincial Grand Lodge
News update - December 2020
From the Deputy's Desk
The PGM and Executive hope you are enjoying this
new form of electronic contact. Our intention is keep
you up to date and to compliment the Compass you
are used to annually in addition to our website and
social media streams.
Communication Officers, website team and social
media representatives would like to hear what your
lodge has been doing in the community, and with
lodge members through this difficult period. Masonry
across the province would be poorer without your
news, so keep it coming.
I would also like to hear from anyone with the skills and time to ensure our
electronic mailing continue on a frequent and proactive basis. Just send me an
email or call to discuss.
Our Provincial Meeting will take place on Thursday 15th April 2021, Covid
restrictions permitting, followed by the Summer Festival event to celebrate the
2020 Festival on 3 July at Taunton School. We are planning for provincial
engagement at your lodge installation meeting throughout 2021 but again this is
dependent on restrictions in place at the time of that meeting. When we have a
date for the resumption of “normal working” we will announce a new Travelling
Trowel programme.
Retaining your membership and enthusiasm along with that of those wishing to
be initiated remains a challenge. So what can you do? Well please keep in
positive touch with each other to include your proposed candidates whether by
phone, letter, email, website, Zoom, Facebook, twitter; or personally when
guidelines allow.
We have been pleased to acknowledge the innovative ways that a number of
you are involved to ensure masonic activity is helping local causes, that our
halls remain accessible and that masonic education continues. Well done and
thank you!
Ben Batley
Deputy PGM

Covid 19 - suspension of Masonry in
Somerset
In a joint declaration the Provincial Grand Master,
David Medlock and the Provincial Grand
Superintendent, Barry Woodside announced that all
regular Lodge and Chapter meetings together with
other face to face Masonic or Masonic-related
meetings within the Province of Somerset would be
suspended for so long as the Province is designated
as being subject to Tier 2 or Tier 3 of Government
restrictions. Read the full text of the announcement.

Provincial Christmas Carol Service
7.00 pm on Thursday 10th December
The PGM hopes that you can join us on Zoom for
what will be a very enjoyable evening together. It is
more important than ever during this terrible
pandemic to maintain as much contact with each
other as possible.
The Order of Service and words for the Carols can
be found on the Somerset Rose Croix Website.

Join Zoom Meeting; This link will work from 6.30pm on Thursday evening.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83324879992?
pwd=UkNweTJPNVR5M3cxeHkyWmcwcHhWQT09
Meeting ID: 833 2487 9992
Passcode: 267174
If you aren't a"Zoomer" download this easy start guide.

The building of King Solomon's
Temple
Our Provincial Grand Mentor, Richard Parrish
continues his weekly series of videos of an item
from Solomon. This week Richard presents 'The
building of King Solomon's Temple'. Watch it here.
Why not start or renew your own Masonic

researches by exploring the Solomon web site
yourself?

Zoom meeting for candidates awaiting initiation
Provincial Membership Officer, Nick Wright organised a Zoom meeting last
week specifically for Lodge candidates awaiting initiation. Seventeen potential
new members heard a series of very short presentations by senior members of
the Province on what to expect on the night of their initiation and afterwards. It
was followed by a Q&A session that proved very useful to all those attending.
Nick will be organising a similar event early in the New Year, if your Lodge has
candidates waiting, please ask them to join the meeting. For more information
contact Nick Wright, Provincial Membership Officer.

Provincial Grand Chapter's family quiz
Festive family fun quiz to be held on December 15th
by the Holy Royal Arch, everyone is welcome - starts
at 7pm - why not make up a team with your
household ?
Join Zoom Meeting details
https://zoom.us/j/7766467644?
pwd=RjgyT3lHTXV1ekFkbW5YdThsMXVWUT09
Meeting ID: 776 646 7644
Passcode: Zoom4498
The Craft, Holy Royal Arch and the Mark degrees are all joining forces to
arrange two Zoom presentations for the benefit of ALL Somerset Masons in
early 2021!
The speaker W.Bro Tony Harvey PAGDC is a well respected Prestonian lecturer
who will give two presentations concerning the Historical and Symbolical links
between the three Orders.
Not to be missed! With your support it could be the biggest Zoom meeting in the
Province!

Freemansons Care - Mike's Marathon+
On Remembrance Sunday Bro Mike Norton, who is
a member of Portcullis Lodge at Langport, ran 50km
(31.25 miles) to raise funds for the Poppy Appeal.
Mike is obviously an enthusiastic runner, you have to
be well prepared to cover that distance in a few days

let alone Mike's time of 7hours 49 minutes! Read
more about how Mike managed his 50K!

2020 Festival - Result
The 2020 Festival for the Masonic Charitable
Foundation has been at the forefront of Lodge
charitable fund raising for the last seven years. Now
it is all over the final total raised is revealed and it
shows a truly amazing effort by the Lodges and
Brethren of the Province. The full details are
available on the Provincial web site.
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